) as the risk factor in the human cases of monkeypox. Further investigation revealed that monkeypox entered the country via the importation of rodents on 9 April 2003 from Accra, Ghana to an exotic animal distributor in Texas. Subsequent testing of animals from the Texas distributor that were in this shipment demonstrated monkeypox virus in one Gambian rat, three dormice, and two rope squirrels. Nationwide efforts to ensure that infected animals were obtained and destroyed were undertaken, although not all animals in the shipment could be accounted for. 
